
 
RE-READING BENJAMIN’S CRITIQUE OF VIOLENCE 

 
(Prélude to “Politics|Politik in Walter Benjamin’s Philosophy”) 

Online workshop, 8-9 May 2020 
 
 
 

Friday, 8 May Saturday, 9 May 

 
14.00-14.30: Welcome  
 
14.30-14.45  
Introduction  
Nicolò Cangini (Verona), Tommaso Tuppini 
(Verona), Sebastian Truskolaski (London) 
 
 
 
 
 
14.45-15.30 
Session 1: Law and Violence  
Introduction to pp. GS II, 179-182/SW 1, 236-238 
[§§ 1-4]: Massimo Palma (Naples) 
Kant and the Kingdom of Ends: Florian Telsnig 
(Munich) 
 

15:30-16: Break 
 
16.00-16.45 
Session 2: Rechtsetzende Gewalt  
Introduction to, pp. GS II, 185-188/SW 1, 240-242 
[§§ 8-9]: Sebastian Truskolaski (London) 
Schmitt and Sovereignty: Gabriele Guerra (Rome) 
 
 

16:45-17:15: Break 
 
17.15-18.00 
Session 3: Rechtserhaltende Gewalt  
Introduction to pp. GS II, 188-190/SW 1, 241-243 
[§§ 9-10]: Tom Vandeputte (Amsterdam) 
Hegel and the Police: Marcus Döller (Erfurt)  
 

 
13:45: Welcome 
 
14:00-14:45 
Session 4: Pure Means 
Introduction to pp. GS II, 190-197/SW 1, 243-247 
[§§ 11-14]: Caroline Adler (Berlin) 
Plessner and Diplomacy: Antonio Roselli 
(Paderborn) 
 

14:45-15:15: Break 

 
15:15-16:00 
Session 5: Mythical Violence 
Introduction to pp. GS II, 197-200/SW 1, 248-250 
[§§ 15-17]: Caterina Diotto (Verona)  
Greek Mythology and Bare Life: Nassima Sahraoui 
(Frankfurt)  
 

16:00-16:30: Break 
 
16:30-17:15 
Session 6: Divine Violence 
Introduction to pp. GS II, 199-203/SW 1, 249-252 
[§§ 17-19]: Alexandra Richter (Rouen)  
Torah and Justice: Agata Bielik-Robson 
(Nottingham)  
 

17:15-17:45: Break 

 
17:45-18:30 
Session 7: Revolutionary Violence 
Introduction (passim): Anna Migliorini (Florence) 
Sorel and the General Strike: Stefano Marchesoni 
(Paris) 
 

 
 
 


